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Executive Summary 
 
Nearly 34,000 hopefuls sign up to be London Ambassadors 
 
A target busting 33,722 people from across the capital and beyond have responded to our call 
to register to become a London Ambassador during the London Games in 2012. 
 
World Economic Forum in Davos 
 
My recent trip to the World Economic Forum in Davos (26 – 28 January) gave me an 
important opportunity to promote London to the world, to announce plans to harness the 
unique sponsorship opportunities London has to offer to both UK and international 
businesses, and to engage with the widest range of international political and business leaders 
to discuss opportunities. 
 
Weapon disposal bins 
 
On 3 February, I helped dispose of hundreds of knives that could have been used on the 
streets, when I visited a weapons disposal bin in Victoria.  
 
Barclays Cycle Hire scheme 
 
Londoners using my flagship Barclays Cycle Hire scheme have cycled 10,000,000km on the 
iconic blue bikes, the equivalent of cycling to the moon and back 13 times, in its first six 
months of operation. 
 
Safer Travel at Night - Christmas crackdown on illegal cab drivers sees 177 arrests 
 
On 20 January, TfL announced that the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) Cab Enforcement 
Unit, part of the TfL funded Safer Transport Command (STC), had arrested over 150 drivers 
for taxi touting over the festive period.   
 
 

Section 60 Responses 
 
The Finances of the Olympic Legacy Part 1 
 
Responses to the recommendations set out in the London Assembly’s Budget and 
Performance Committee’s report, The Finances of the Olympic Legacy Part 1. 
 
The Mayor is asked to address the following points: 

This is my twenty-eighth report to the Assembly, fulfilling my duty under Section 45 of the 
Greater London Authority Act 1999.  It covers the period 13 January – 9 February 2011. 



 

 

 How the abolition of the LDA will affect the plan to repay Olympic land debt to 
government over the next ten years and the implications of any changes to the repayment 
schedule.  

 
Response 
The LDA will be responsible for those financial commitments falling in the remainder of 
2010—11 and throughout 2011-12. Any outstanding obligations at 31 March 2012, when 
it is envisaged the LDA will be wound up, will transfer to the GLA as successor authority. 
The LDA’s current financing strategy is based on outstanding debt of £349 million at that 
time with repayment of that debt by the end of 2018-19. The GLA will require a transfer 
of the government grant that the LDA would have used to meet these obligations 
together with the assets and capital receipts that are also integral to the repayment of 
debt. These plans would be reviewed and consideration given to re-financing this debt if it 
is advantageous to do so as part of the GLA’s wider treasury management operations, 
including whether to do so in advance of the winding up of the LDA.   

 
 

 How future government funding for economic development in London might be affected by 
the LDA’s Olympic liabilities to government.  
 
Response  
The Olympic debt and other liabilities will be a first call on any grant funding from 
government, but any impact on other economic development priorities and programmes 
can only assessed in light of the level of government grant funding which is still to be 
determined for 2011-12 and later years. 
  
 

 How the remaining LDA liabilities in relation to Olympic legacy will be met if and when the 
functions of the LDA are transferred to the GLA.  
 
Response 
It is expected that liabilities which must be met after 31 March 2012 will be met from 
government grant funding and any capital receipts (including from assets transferred to 
the GLA) that would otherwise have financed the LDA’s financing strategy. The latter 
would need to be re-assessed alongside the GLA’s own Treasury management operations 
and the winding up arrangements for the LDA and the transfer of assets and liabilities 
which will be on-going through the coming year. 
 
 

 The potential implications of selling off LDA assets more quickly than planned to settle 
Olympic liabilities.  
 
Response 
The LDA’s financing strategy is dependent on the use of £114.8 million of capital receipts 
from 2011-12 to 2016-17 (excluding the receipt of £138 million from CLG in 2011-12 
relating to the land transfer). However, £74 million of this sum is scheduled to be applied 
in 2011-12 of which £38 million relates to receipts being carried forward from 2009-10 
and a further £30 million expected to be raised in 2010-11, leaving only £6 million of new 
receipts to be generated in 2011-12. Government funding for the GLA for 2012-13 
onwards will not be known until February 2011 and a new financing strategy will need to 
be made in light of this settlement and transferring assets and liabilities. 



 

 
 

 How the investment criteria of the OPLC, or a new Mayoral Development Corporation 
(MDC), can be formulated to ensure that decisions incorporate considerations of value for 
money.  
 
Response 
OPLC currently operates under a framework agreement with Government and the GLA, 
which covers its management and financial responsibilities. If the MDC was operating as a 
functional body as set out in the Localism Bill then it would be subject to a local 
government accounting regime with a statutory finance officer and its budget would be a 
component of the Mayor’s consolidated budget. It would be part of the GLA budgetary 
process, subject to Mayoral budget guidance and to Assembly scrutiny. 
 
 

 Whether he envisages any agreement by government to replace the jointly owned OPLC 
with an MDC to reopen negotiations around the future ownership of the LDA’s Olympic 
debt.  
 
Response 
On the basis that there is sufficient government grant funding together with transferred 
capital receipts and assets to meet the LDA’s on-going debt obligations that will transfer 
to the GLA, there would be no reason for any change to the arrangements that are in 
place.    

 
 

 The scale of the risk that further changes to legacy responsibilities could result in delays to 
legacy delivery.  
 
Response 
The risks to legacy delivery are minimal because I intend that there will be a seamless 
transition from the OPLC into an MDC. In the period until the creation of the MDC, the 
OPLC is firmly in the driving seat for the Olympic Park legacy, and is making good progress 
on essential early tasks, including its masterplan for the site, securing future legacy 
tenants for the Stadium and Broadcast and Press Centre site, and procuring operators for 
the venues. Once the MDC is up and running in spring 2012, the programmes and assets 
of OPLC will transfer into the MDC to ensure the greatest possible continuity.  The OPLC 
will then be wound up.   
 

 

 How the MDC would function and be held accountable including confirmation that the 
Mayor supports the principle that the Assembly should have powers analogous to those 
with functional bodies to summons information and senior officers.  
 
Response 
A Mayoral Development Corporation will be designated by the Mayor, and its primary 
accountability will be to Londoners through him.  The MDC will also have a Board, which is 
likely to include representation from the affected boroughs, The MDC Board will be 
accountable to the Mayor. As a functional body of the GLA, an MDC will also be held to 
account by the London Assembly. 
 
 



 

 Where overall accountability for maximising the economic benefit of the Olympics - beyond 
the physical regeneration of the Park - and ensuring value for money from legacy 
investment lies.  
 
Response 
Through the creation of a MDC, I intend that accountability for the delivery of 
regeneration in the Olympic Park and the surrounding area – which is a strategic priority 
for London - is the responsibility of the elected strategic authority, and therefore 
accountable to Londoners, rather than this responsibility lying with an urban development 
corporation controlled by Whitehall, or with the OPLC which is currently owned by the 
Mayor and Government. This is consistent with the Government’s and my commitment to 
the principle of localism. An MDC will streamline the delivery of regeneration and provide 
better value for money for the public purse.  

 
However the economic benefits of the Games are not simply confined to the plans for the 
Olympic Park and fringe. There are, and will be, wider regeneration benefits across London 
from the transport investment associated with the Games, as well as employment, skills 
and business development legacies, in addition to the work of the Host Boroughs in 
leading efforts to achieve ‘convergence’ between the Host Boroughs and the rest of 
London. These will all require partnership between government, Mayor and the boroughs, 
with the Mayor having a particular responsibility for strategic leadership for legacy right 
across the city, but with important responsibilities (and hence accountabilities) resting 
with government and boroughs as well. 

 

 
Legacy United? The Legacy of London’s Olympic Venues 
 
Responses to the recommendations set out in the London Assembly’s Economic Development, 
Culture, Sport and Tourism Committee’s report, Legacy United? The Legacy of London’s 
Olympic Venues. 
 
Recommendation 1 
After 2012 the Olympic Stadium must be used frequently by a high number of visitors, and 
operate without the need for ongoing public subsidy.  In a response to the Committee by the 
end of January 2011 the Mayor and the Olympic Park Legacy Company should set out how 
the choices being made about the future operator(s) of the stadium will guarantee this 
happens. 
 
Response 
As a Founder Member of the Olympic Park Legacy Company (OPLC), alongside Government, I 
have agreed with OPLC, five objectives for securing the best long-term use of the Olympic 
Stadium. These are rooted in our shared policy commitments to deliver a sustainable and 
viable legacy from the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. These objectives are contained in 
Mayoral Decision MD637, published on the GLA website on 30 August 2010. They form the 
basis against which the shortlisted bids have been assessed in delivering the best solution to 
secure a viable, long-term stadium legacy. 
 
 
Recommendation 2 
The Olympic Park Legacy Company must ensure the media centre provides a large number of 
skilled jobs after 2012.  Proposals from any industry should be considered, on the condition 



 

that they offer this employment legacy.  Alongside this, the OPLC should continue to pursue 
discussions with potential tenants from the creative industries and related sectors, without 
setting an arbitrary deadline for this activity.  In a response to the Committee by the end of 
January 2011 the Mayor and the OPLC should set out how choices being made about the 
future tenants of the media centre will guarantee its employment legacy, and how the OPLC 
will work to promote the media centre to the creative industries. 
 
Response 
I am committed to the media centre becoming a long-term centre for employment at the heart 
of a vibrant new district that will be created in the north-west of the Park. This will bring much 
needed jobs and opportunities to east London after the 2012 Games. I fully support the 
market testing exercise that the OPLC has initiated to secure long-term employment legacy 
uses for the media centre. They have also done a tremendous job in working with LB Hackney 
and Think London to reach out to the creative community to see what they have to offer, and 
continue to engage with organisations to promote interest in securing legacy uses for the 
buildings.  
 
OPLC is reviewing the results of their market testing exercise, which I understand has 
generated an excellent response internationally from a range of sectors. I am confident that 
this will enable the company to secure legacy uses with the vision and capability to become 
effective employment drivers for the area. 
 
 
Recommendation 3 
The Olympic Park Legacy Company needs to secure investment in adapting the media centre 
for legacy use and in enhancing transport connectivity.  We recommend that any modest public 
sector contribution to this should come from the ODA’s transformation budget, and if required 
from remaining contingency funds in the Olympic budget, in the event that this money is 
available.  We ask the Mayor to respond to this proposal by the end of January 2011 and set 
out initial estimates of funding requirements for this investment. 
 
Response 
The extent of any funding requirement (if necessary) for adapting the media centre, 
particularly for the International Broadcast Centre, for legacy uses will depend on the final 
legacy scheme. It would be premature to prejudge the outcome of a process to secure the 
legacy for the media centre or any transformation requirements, before the process has even 
commenced.  
 
From the market testing findings, I have been informed that it has become even more 
apparent that the need for a high quality, low cost or even free, shuttle bus is required as well 
as enhanced routes through to Hackney Wick station. 
 
 

Policing and Community Safety 
 
Second Community Conversation 
 
On 24 Janaury, I hosted the second in a programme of Community Conversations; a series of 
events designed to work directly with the communities most affected by serious youth 
violence, in the localities in which they live. 
 



 

The event took place in a community venue in Waltham Forest and the audience had the 
opportunity to question an expert panel about youth opportunities. My Deputy Mayor Richard 
Barnes and I were joined on the panel by local residents including businessman and CEO 
Sheridan Mangal, a housing association Partnership Development Manager Nickie Wilson, and 
Pastor Edward Addison. During the evening the panel worked with five workshop facilitators, 
also from the local community, who ran breakout sessions with members of the audience. 
Luke Burton of Leytonstone Business and Enterprise Specialist School chaired proceedings.  
 
I also took the opportunity to encourage men from the area to sign up to my Mentoring 
Programme, which aims to match black boys aged 10-16 at risk of offending with suitable 
mentors. I am aiming to recruit 1,000 mentors this year. 
 
Weapon disposal bins 
 
On 3 February, I helped dispose of hundreds of knives that could have been used on the 
streets, when I visited a weapons disposal bin in Victoria.  
 
The bin is part of a scheme run by the charity ‘Word 4 Weapons’ a faith-based venture that 
encourages youngsters to dump their knives and turn their backs on violent crime. The bins 
are placed outside shopping centres and churches across 16 locations in London.  
 
I joined the charity’s founder Michael Smith in emptying the bin's contents which included 
large kitchen knives, daggers and knives of all shapes and sizes. Hundreds of knives, and even 
some firearms, were anonymously discarded in the Victoria bin last summer. 
 
Over the last two years I have prioritised tackling serious youth violence with policing 
initiatives such as Operation Blunt 2 which has taken over 11,000 knives off our streets, with 
on average, one in ten searches uncovering a weapon. 
 
On 2 February, I welcomed £18 million of new government funding to tackle knife, gun and 
gang crime, announced as the Government launched an anti-knife crime report by Brooke 
Kinsella. Some of the £18 million will be allocated to the capital. 
 
London Resilience Team Reception 
 
On 27 January my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, hosted a London Resilience Team 
Reception at City Hall. Attendees included senior representatives from the emergency services, 
local authorities and resilience/security networks/partners across the capital. 
 
Richard thanked those present for their support during the transition of the team from the 
Government Office for London to the Greater London Authority as well as expressing his 
desire for the new team and Forum to work closely with all those responsible for resilience in 
London in a positive and constructive partnership. 
 
 

Transport 

 
Barclays Cycle Hire scheme 
 
Londoners using my flagship Barclays Cycle Hire scheme have cycled 10,000,000km on the 
iconic blue bikes, the equivalent of cycling to the moon and back 13 times, in its first six 
months of operation. 



 

 
Speaking at a conference on 1 February, Kulveer Ranger, my transport advisor, confirmed that 
users have now clocked up over 2.5 million journeys using the bikes. By spring 2012 the 
Barclays Cycle Hire area will be extended beyond central London to include all of the Borough 
of Tower Hamlets as well as North Shoreditch in the Borough of Hackney. People living in 
Bethnal Green, Bow, Canary Wharf, Mile End and Poplar will also see docking stations built in 
their areas. 
 
London Underground condemns RMT Bakerloo line and Northern line strikes  
 
On 14 January, the RMT Union leadership called for strike action on the Bakerloo and 
Northern lines for 24hrs in support of two drivers, one dismissed over a serious safety breach 
and the other dismissed over abusive and unacceptable conduct.  
 
London Underground described the action as “pointless and unjustified" and called on the 
RMT leadership to abandon the action that threatened services on Saturday 15 January. 

The Northern Line ballot was rejected by staff with just 80 of 192 staff balloted taking part, 
and of these only 38 members – less than 20 per cent of those eligible voted for strike action. 
In spite of this the RMT leadership advised staff at Morden depot (where there was a small 
majority of those voting in favour of strike action) to strike regardless. 

Throughout the strike trains stopped at all Northern line stations, with a good service 
throughout the day. On the Bakerloo line, LU was able to operate a service between Piccadilly 
Circus and Queen’s Park all day, serving key stations such as Paddington, Baker Street and 
Oxford Circus; and from late afternoon services operated between Elephant & Castle and 
Queens Park with 11 trains in service.  North of Queen’s Park London Overground trains 
operated, serving all stations. 

Cycling along Barclays Cycle Superhighways is on the up 
 
On 11 January, Transport for London published figures that showed that the number of 
cyclists along the first two Barclays Cycle Superhighway routes, which run from Merton to the 
City and Barking to Tower Gateway, had risen by 70 per cent with increases of 100 per cent or 
more seen on some sections during peak hours.  
 
TfL compared figures for cyclists using the two pilot Barclays Cycle Superhighways on 
the A24 and A13 during October 2010 with figures for the same roads in 2009. The data 
showed a 50 per cent increase in the total number of cyclists using the A24 and cyclist 
numbers on the A13 more than doubled for the same period.   
 
Transport for London secures multi-million pound sponsorship for Oyster card 
wallets 
 
On 18 January, TfL announced it had agreed a new, multi-million pound sponsorship with 
MasterCard to exclusively brand TfL’s Oyster card wallets for 2011. Oyster card wallets are 
distributed with all new cards and are available from Tube and rail stations and Travel 
Information Centres. 
 
The multi-million pound deal builds on TfL’s work to secure valuable sponsorship from the 
private sector to support investment in London’s transport network. The revenue generated by 
the deal demonstrates TfL’s and my commitment to delivering value for money for London’s 



 

fare payers and will contribute to protecting frontline services and the vital investment in the 
Tube upgrades and construction of Crossrail. 
 
Station tender process fully underway for construction of Crossrail central London 
stations 
 
On 17 January, Crossrail announced the start of the tender process for four central London 
stations – Bond Street, Liverpool Street, Tottenham Court Road and Whitechapel. 
 
A notice has now been published in the Official Journal of the European Union inviting 
expressions of interest to construct these major new stations. The total combined value of 
these four main construction contracts is in the region of £975m. 
 
This now means that the tender process for all new Crossrail central London stations is 
underway. The procurement process for Farringdon and Paddington Crossrail stations 
commenced last year. The total value of the six central London Crossrail stations is £1.5bn. 
 
London Underground Headquarters building gets Grade I listing 
 
On 12 January, the Department for Culture Media and Sport announced that the LU 
Headquarters Building at 55 Broadway and the Tube station at St James’s Park underneath it 
had been given Grade I listed status. 
 
The building at 55 Broadway was built in 1929 and for a number of years was London’s tallest 
building at 174m tall.  The decision to upgrade its status from Grade II to Grade I followed a 
review of stations by English Heritage, and now places it among the top 2.5 per cent of listed 
buildings in England.  This is on a par with structures such as 10 Downing Street, Windsor 
Castle and the Severn Bridge.  
 
Safer Travel at Night - Christmas crackdown on illegal cab drivers sees 177 arrests 
 
On 20 January, TfL announced that the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) Cab Enforcement 
Unit, part of the TfL funded Safer Transport Command (STC), had arrested over 150 drivers 
for taxi touting over the festive period.  Any ‘minicab’ that isn’t booked through a licensed 
minicab operator is illegal, uninsured for carrying passengers and potentially dangerous. 
 
The operation formed an integral part of the Safer Travel at Night (STaN) initiative, which is a 
partnership between TfL, the MPS and the City of London Police, who continue working 
together to make travelling in London safer at night.  The police were supported by officers 
from TfL’s Taxi and Private Hire Compliance and Enforcement Teams. 
 
TfL launches Low Emission Zone campaign to remind vehicle owners to clean up and 
avoid fines 
 
On 24 January, TfL issued an advisory to the owners of vehicles that will be affected by new 
air quality standards coming in January 2012 to prepare for the changes to the London Low 
Emission Zone and avoid fines.  TfL estimates that the changes to the Low Emission Zone will 
broadly double the impact of earlier phases in reducing particulate matter pollution in the 
capital. 
 



 

Research suggests that poor air quality contributes to an equivalent of 4,267 premature 
deaths in London annually, with many more people, especially children and older people, 
having their quality of life impacted by it. 
 
TfL has also launched a year-long information campaign to remind vehicle operators that they 
have a year to prepare their vehicles for changes that will see larger vans, minibuses and other 
vehicles included in London's Low Emission Zone to help deliver cleaner air for Londoners and 
improve quality of life. 
 
Passengers rate London Overground as more frequent, reliable and welcoming under 
TfL  
 
On 26 January, TfL welcomed the publication of the survey undertaken by rail watchdog 
Passenger Focus that highlighted the continued increase in customer satisfaction in the 
frequency and reliability of services on the London Overground network.  
 
The Passenger Focus survey, undertaken in autumn 2010, reported a number of key 
improvements over the previous year with passenger satisfaction, train frequency, punctuality 
of service and train cleanliness all achieving higher scores than the previous year. 
 
Passengers recognised the cleaner, safer and more welcoming stations, as well as improved 
customer information, reflecting TfL’s £1.4bn of investment in London Overground since 
taking over the former Silverlink network in 2007. 
 
Average speed cameras introduced on A13 to improve safety 
  
On 26 January, TfL announced the introduction of an Average Speed Camera system along 
the stretch of the A13 between Canning Town and the Goresbrook Interchange.  The new 
system, the first of its kind on a major urban road in the UK, went live on 31 January and has 
been introduced to help reduce the number of deaths and serious injuries on this stretch of 
road; notorious for collisions. 
  
In agreement with the Metropolitan Police and local borough councils, TfL introduced the new 
system at this site as it sees a higher amount of collisions than is usual for London’s roads.  
Between 2007 and 2009, there were 426 collisions on this stretch; resulting in two deaths and 
37 serious casualties. 
  
In preparation for the system going live, the speed limit was raised from 40mph to 50mph 
along this section. This followed a review of its dual three lane design, which showed that a 
50mph speed limit was appropriate for this stretch of road. The speed limit across the Lodge 
Avenue and Canning Town Flyovers remain unchanged.  
  
More than 70 per cent of collisions along the A13 involved cars or goods vehicles and it is 
hoped the introduction of these new speed cameras will reduce collisions by around 30 per 
cent. As well as reducing the number of people killed or harmed on the road, it is also hoped 
to reduce the congestion caused by collisions, helping further to smooth traffic flow. 
 
ASLEF Threat of Industrial Action Over Bank Holidays 
 
The ASLEF leadership had threatened to tear up long-standing agreements that cover pay and 
annual leave, demanding even more – triple time and another day off.  Tube drivers already 



 

have very fair levels of pay and get around seven weeks’ holiday a year, including allowance 
for Bank Holidays. 
 
After ASLEF walked out of talks at the conciliation service ACAS, they carried out completely 
unnecessary strike action on Boxing Day. Despite this, some service operated on all scheduled 
lines.   
 
TfL has made it clear since the beginning of this dispute that resolution would only be possible 
by the Union getting round the table with London Underground for constructive talks.  
Therefore, it is welcome news that ASLEF’s leadership have now said they do not intend to 
disrupt the Royal wedding and are now showing a willingness to engage and settle the matter 
without recourse to any further strike action. 
 
Public Consultation Meeting, Ealing 
 
On 19 January, I held my ninth Public Consultation Meeting at Greenford Assembly Rooms in 
the London Borough of Ealing. My Public Consultation Meetings help to increase the 
transparency and accountability of our work at City Hall by providing an opportunity for the 
public to pose questions to myself and a panel of speakers on a chosen topic. 
 
A large audience of 470 joined us on the evening to discuss issues around transport in west 
London. The lively discussion was chaired by Richard Barnes, Deputy Mayor of London and 
Assembly member for Ealing and Hillingdon and the panel of speakers were: Mayoral Advisor 
on Transport, Kulveer Ranger, Julian Bell Leader of Ealing Council and Liz Pilgrim, local 
business resident and business owner and board member of Ealing BID. 
 
Funding for the Northern Line Extension 
 
On 8 February, following a study exploring potential funding of the Northern Line Extension, I 
published an amended consultation which sets out a proposed Section 106 framework 
designed to secure more than £500m for the project from developers. 
 
As part of the Vauxhall, Nine Elms and Battersea Opportunity Area, the vital Northern Line 
would be extended west from Kennington with two new stops, helping to create a thriving 
new living quarter and providing essential infrastructure needed to support 16,000 new homes 
and thousands of jobs in a neglected part of the capital. 
 
The total cost of new infrastructure needed for the project is estimated at £1bn, with the 
Northern Line extension accounting for some £560m. In response to the findings of a 
development infrastructure funding study into how the extension could be secured, an 
amendment of the Vauxhall, Nine Elms and Battersea Opportunity Area Framework has been 
published and is now open to public consultation until 21 March. 
 
“Source London” Electric Vehicle Charge-Point Infrastructure and Access Scheme 
 
I have authorised Transport for London under section 38(1) of the Greater London Authority 
Act 1999 (the GLA Act) to exercise the Mayor’s powers under sections 30 and 34 of the GLA 
Act in relation to the Pan-London Electric Vehicle Charge-point Infrastructure and Access 
Scheme (“the Scheme”). 
 



 

Crossrail Business Rates Supplement  - Policies for 2011-12 
 
I have approved the final policies for the Crossrail BRS for the 2011–12 financial year. 
 
I have also authorised the Executive Director, Resources to issue a notification of the policies 
to the 33 London billing authorities as required by section 18 of the BRS Act and an 
explanatory note to be circulated to non domestic ratepayers for 2011-12. 
 
 

Economic and Business Policy    
 
World Economic Forum in Davos 
 
My recent trip to the World Economic Forum in Davos (26 – 28 January) gave me an 
important opportunity to promote London to the world, to announce plans to harness the 
unique sponsorship opportunities London has to offer to both UK and international 
businesses, and to engage with the widest range of international political and business leaders 
to discuss opportunities.  
  
With the 2012 Games ensuring that London is firmly in the global spotlight, there are 
unrivalled opportunities for major companies to get involved in a host of high profile, 
innovative projects we plan to launch in the capital. Whilst I have introduced a comprehensive 
package of measures to help Londoners and businesses through the economic downturn, I 
used my time in Davos to pick the brains of city and business leaders to ensure that London is 
not missing any tricks or ideas in tackling the downturn and ensuring a sustainable economic 
recovery. This includes looking at opportunities for developing economic opportunities from 
emerging green technologies and major global digital companies. 
  
I met potential investors at pre-arranged meetings, undertook speaking opportunities to the 
elite range of delegates, and participated in high-level networking events. My key 
engagements included: 
  

 Addressing guests at a dinner arranged by Nomura where I highlighted the current 
state of the London and UK economy; and informed guests about the business 
opportunities that London has to offer, including the London 2012 Olympics.  

 Attending the British Business Leaders Lunch on Friday 28 January which was 
addressed by UK Chancellor of the Exchequer, George Osborne. 

 Bilateral meetings with senior representatives of sovereign wealth funds and other 
global corporations, including General Electric and Siemens.  

 Co-hosting (together the Chancellor of the Exchequer) a breakfast meeting for 
leaders of major global digital companies to promote London’s east end as an 
ideal location for new technology start-up companies; as well as the investment 
opportunities for digital companies in the Olympic Park.  

 
Microsoft commits to create 1000 apprentices in London 
 
On 7 February, I joined Business Secretary Vince Cable to launch National Apprenticeship 
Week in the City  and called on the capital's big businesses to take on apprentices and help 
boost the economy. I also announced technology giant Microsoft’s plans to create 1,000 
apprentice opportunities in London over the next three years.  
 



 

Microsoft’s commitment to increase the number of apprentices throughout their supply chain 
is a major boost to my apprenticeship drive, which aims to deliver 20,000 new opportunities in 
the capital by the end of the current academic year. This will support young jobseekers, 
especially young jobseekers, and help to keep London’s businesses competitive. Latest figures 
show that London is on track to meet this target, with around 9,000 positions created - up 
almost 30 per cent on the same period last year. 
 
There was further good news for London today as Virgin Media confirmed it will be offering 
nearly 90 apprenticeships in 2011 and global law firm Norton Rose announced it will also 
make apprenticeships part of its recruitment policy. I am particularly keen to see more 
apprentices in companies like these and in other areas where they are traditionally 
underrepresented, including financial and business services, and the cultural and creative 
sectors. 
 
Overseas students 
 
I have written to the Immigration Minister and the Universities Minister regarding concerns 
expressed by the education sector in London about proposals to reduce the number of 
overseas students coming to the UK. In my response to the consultation I stressed that efforts 
should be increased to close down bogus colleges. At the same time, the policy needs to 
incentivise more of the best international students to study in the UK and contribute to our 
economy before taking their experience and British connection back across the world to new 
markets.   
 
New hub airport vital for London 
 
On 18 January, I met key business leaders from the services sector and aviation industry for a 
seminar at City Hall where they welcomed the Government’s review of aviation policy but 
called for greater urgency in recognising the economic needs of the capital and the central 
role aviation played in this. They also discussed a new report overseen by the Deputy 
Chairman of TfL, Daniel Moylan, which sets out the importance of aviation to the economy 
and the need to build a new hub airport in order to handle London’s increasing demand for 
flights and destinations. 
 
At the seminar I called for a national strategy that fully recognises the economic contribution 
of aviation to the UK and that addresses the long term needs of London’s economy. More 
capacity is needed to support new air links to the growing economies of China, India and 
South America. However, I reiterated this cannot be at any cost and reaffirmed my opposition 
to expansion of Heathrow. The Government review should allow consideration of the best 
possible locations for accommodating this growth while taking into account environmental 
constraints and wider economic benefits. 
 
Plans for a world class medical research centre in London 
 
On 14 January, I approved plans to build Europe’s largest biomedical research centre in 
Camden. The pioneering laboratory and research institution, located in Brill Place, will become 
a world class facility for cancer research, securing 1,500 jobs, strengthening the capital’s 
reputation as centre for excellence for medical science and helping maintain its 
competitiveness in health education. 
 
Plans for the 90,000 square foot environmentally sustainable centre were submitted by the 
UKCMRI Consortium, consisting of Cancer Research UK, the Wellcome Trust, Medical 



 

Research Council (MRC) and University College London (UCL). Once completed, its staff will 
develop life-changing new treatments for illnesses including cancers, heart disease, strokes 
and flu.  
 
The biomedical laboratory and cancer centre will accommodate 1,200 researchers and 300 
support staff as well as incorporating educational activities such as school visits and 
demonstrations, and will be named the UK Centre for Medical Research and Innovation 
(UKCMRI). The plans include a lecture theatre, exhibition space and teaching laboratory, while 
at the same time regenerating an overlooked part of London’s urban realm. 
 
Single Agency to Promote London 
 
I have approved the establishment of a company limited by guarantee and the consolidation 
of the functions of Visit London, Think London and the Study London team from London 
Higher to form a single agency. 
 
I have approved a minimum of £14m funding per year for four years (2011/12, 12/13, 13/14 
& 14/15) to support the new agency.  
 
I have directed the LDA to allocate up to £400k from its 2010/11 budget towards the 
establishment of this new agency including legal advice, HR advice and other associated 
transition costs.  
 
I have authorised the Deputy Chief Executive and Executive Director, Communities and 
Intelligence and the Executive Director of Resources to approve decisions related to the 
creation of a single agency subject to such decisions being neither novel nor contentious. 
 
I have noted that the GLA and LDA are working together in a joint project team and that the 
LDA’s Group Director of Business Support & Promotion, with the approval of the Chief 
Executive of the LDA, will lead the preparations for the creation of the single agency with the 
support from his team and relevant officers at the GLA and TfL, reporting and making 
recommendations to the above directors.  
 
Finally I have agreed that Dame Judith Mayhew Jonas will act as the interim Chair and Danny 
Lopez (LDA Group Director Business Support & Promotion) will act as the interim CEO until 
the appropriate processes have been concluded for these positions. 
 
 

Environment  
 
RE:LEAF London 
 
On 12 January, I launched RE:LEAF London, a partnership programme to increase tree canopy 
cover in the Capital.  As well as improving the look and feel of an area, trees offer a range of 
benefits such as attracting wildlife, providing shade, helping to improve local air quality and 
reducing flood risk. Trees can also improve the quality of life for people living and working in 
London through promoting a sense of well-being and promoting health. 
 
As part of the launch I joined Trees for Cities, News International and City Hall staff to plant 
10,000 new trees in Roding Valley, Redbridge.  I also gave my support to six smaller tree 
planting projects in the boroughs of Barking & Dagenham, Croydon, Hammersmith & Fulham, 



 

Sutton, Newham and Brent. In total we planted 20,000 trees for £28,000, £1.40 per tree 
http://www.london.gov.uk/releaf-london. 
 
Turning rubbish into energy 
 
On 9 February, I officially kicked off work on the future £80 million plant that will transform 
household rubbish into clean energy to power up to 15,000 local homes. 
 
Based in Dagenham, this will be one of the UK’s first large scale advanced gasification plants 
and is expected to create 25 permanent skilled jobs as well as up to 100 construction jobs 
during the building works. Once it is operational in 2013 it will turn almost 100,000 tonnes of 
waste into around 19 megawatts of energy each year. 
 
The London Waste and Recycling Board (LWARB) agreed a £8.9million loan to Biossence East 
London Ltd, some of which has been used to secure the site and complete preparation work. 
This is part of the London Waste and Recycling Board's commitment to supporting the 
development of new waste infrastructure in London. 
 
The site has been bought from Ford Motor Company which will benefit from the energy 
generated by the facility, the majority of which will be exported to the National Grid. The use 
of renewable energy plays an important role in the running of Ford’s Dagenham plant, which 
has two existing wind turbines with a planned third on the way. 
 
I also visited the adjacent Centre for Engineering and Manufacturing Excellence (CEME) 
campus where I met apprentices and trainees.  The London Development Agency backed 
CEME, among other pioneering areas, is promoting low carbon technology and is seen as a key 
asset in the regeneration of the Thames Gateway area.  
 
Capital Growth Launch New Grants Round and Education Competition 
 
On 19 January, I launched a new small grants round for Capital Growth - my campaign to 
create 2,012 new food growing spaces by 2012. Community gardeners are able to apply for 
funding if they are interested in starting a new community food growing initiative or to 
expand an existing one. The funding round is open until 14 February with applications eligible 
for amounts up to £1,000 with a total funding pot of £50,000. 
 
On 26 January, I launched our new Capital Growth Education Competition - A.B. Seed! The 
competition was a huge success last year with over 140 primary schools registering to take 
part and 90 new schools becoming Capital Growth sites. Because of this success and the 
acknowledgement that food growing can be a beneficial educational activity for students of all 
ages I have this year expanded the competition to include secondary schools, colleges, and 
universities - many of which already have innovative food growing in education projects 
established. Prizes this year include tools, raised beds, fruit trees, seeds and training.  In 
addition the winners of the Best Secondary Edible Garden category and Best University and 
College Edible Garden category will win a day at Jamie Oliver’s Fifteen restaurant where they 
will have the chance to cook and learn all about the role that fresh, seasonal produce plays in 
their business. 
 
Priority Parks: Burgess Park  
 
Burgess Park has been given the green light for its £6m makeover, after planners at Southwark 
Council approved the project.  Burgess Park won my Premier Park award in March 2009. It will 

http://www.london.gov.uk/releaf-london


 

be granted £2 million, with a further £4 million of match funding secured through an 
enhanced partnership between Southwark Council and the Aylesbury New Deal for 
Communities. The planned changes to the park include creating improved entrances, removing 
redundant roads and pathways, creating a variety of different wildlife habitats, and expanding 
and improving the lake.    
 

It's hoped that the first phase of the park's improvements will be completed by March 2012.    
 
Climate Change Mitigation and Energy Strategy 
 
The consultation on my draft Climate Change Mitigation and Energy Strategy closed on 14 
January. I will be considering the responses as part of finalising my strategy for publication 
later this year. The draft strategy sets out a series of required actions to cut carbon emissions 
by 60% by 2025 and to make London a leading energy efficient, low carbon capital, creating 
new job opportunities and green enterprises to improve quality of life. It details my 
programmes already under way to deliver a share of this reduction target, including the 
RE:NEW programme, investment into greener transport choices, such as cycling, schemes to 
cut carbon from workplaces, ten Low Carbon Zones and plans to localise London’s energy 
supply by 25% by 2025.  
 
RE:CONNECT (Low Carbon Zones) 
 
Neighbourhood carbon saving activity has continued apace in the ten Low Carbon Zones. Two 
fantastic examples this month come from the Wandle Valley (Merton) and Ham & Petersham 
(Richmond) zones, where solar panels have been installed on local schools in the zones, 
accompanied by lessons on climate change and energy, and workshops for households. The 
panels will use the new Feed-in-Tariff to generate revenues and pay back the cost of 
installation and will be a focal point for the community to be part of the energy saving activity 
in the neighbourhoods. 
 
Thames Tideway Sewer (Thames Tunnel) 
 
I have responded to Thames Water's consultation on this massive project.  I am maintaining 
my support for the project whilst recognising that it will have major impacts on all of the 22 
main construction locations that Thames Water has identified.  In most cases I believe that 
these impacts can be managed to an acceptable level - as long as Thames Water implements a 
series of often demanding mitigation measures.  In a small number of cases I have asked 
Thames Water to re-examine their proposals and seek a lower impact solution.  I have also 
pointed out a number of potential benefits for London that could be realised over and above 
the main benefit of the project, namely the removal of millions of tonnes of untreated sewage 
from our river.  My report is available on the Planning Decisions link of the GLA website. 
 
Draft plans for London’s waste  
 
On 14 January, the public consultation of my draft municipal waste management strategy and 
business waste strategy came to a close. The response rate to these draft strategies has been 
good with over 95 public responses and 65 stakeholder responses received. The consultation 
lasted 14 weeks and included meetings with local authorities, government organisations, third 
sector organisations, and the waste industry. My officers will now review the consultation 
responses and make the necessary amendments to both documents.  
 



 

My municipal waste management strategy is proposing the setting of a CO2 equivalent 
(CO2eq) Emissions Performance Standard for London’s municipal waste whereby waste 
management is assessed on its greenhouse gas impact rather than on weight based recycling 
targets. I have just commissioned environment consultants SLR to undertake a financial and 
technical appraisal of the waste management options available to London to meet the 
standard and to develop a calculator for determining the CO2eq  performance of these 
options. 
 
Sustainable City Awards     
 
On 3 February, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended the 2010/11 
Sustainable City Awards at Mansion House. Guest speaker at the event was Lord Smith of 
Finsbury, Chairman of the Environment Agency. 
 
London Hydrogen Action Plan  
 
I have approved the programme of work for 2010-11 to support the implementation of the 
London Hydrogen Action Plan. I have also approved the associated programme budget to be 
committed during the 2010-11 financial year as agreed by the London Hydrogen Partnership 
Executive Board, chaired by my Deputy Mayor Kit Malthouse, and any necessary budget 
adjustments that are related to these proposals. 
 
 

Children and Young People 
 
Early Years Interventions to address Health Inequalities in London  
 
I published a report on the economic case for early years interventions on 17 January to 
demonstrate how early years interventions provide high returns on investment for individuals 
and society. 
 
This work commenced as part of London’s Health Inequalities Strategy, which sets out my 
ambitious and long-term commitment to promote effective parenting, early years 
development and readiness for learning. 
 
The analysis by GLA Economics, with the Children and Young People’s Unit, is the first of its 
kind to bring together evaluated early years (i.e. pre-natal to five) interventions implemented 
in the US, with analysis based on UK values. 
 
The report aims to provide a “roadmap” for local authorities and partners to help with the 
difficult investment decisions they are facing in the current economic climate. It was endorsed 
by the London Directors of Children’s Services and Councillor Steve Reed, the Executive 
Member for Children and Young People at London Councils. 
 
Early Intervention Event for London Local Authorities and Partners 
 
On 19 January, my Advisor for Health & Youth Opportunities, Pamela Chesters, and Graham 
Allen MP, held a breakfast seminar to consider the findings of the ‘Independent Review on 
Early Intervention Delivery’ and how we can take forward work in relation to Early Intervention 
in London. 
 



 

This early start allowed Graham Allen to speak to the recommendations of his Review report, 
before the national launch of the report later that morning. His key messages were to 
highlight that early intervention provides the social and emotional bedrock for all children and 
the importance of investing in programmes with robust evidence in order to gain the economic 
benefits from early intervention. 
 
I was keen to support London boroughs, health partners and the police to discuss and 
influence how the recommendations of the Review can be taken forward in London.  
 
GLA officers advised on the review’s reference group and will remain involved as the Allen 
Review Team now focus on new and innovative funding mechanisms to ensure long term 
stability and funding of early intervention programmes. 
 
This activity is closely linked to other activities to encourage investment in targeted support 
programmes that are proven to reach and support “the right families” – such as the GLA 
Economics report and Project Oracle’s establishment of a coordinated regional approach to 
evaluation in order to understand and share what really works.  
 
I am also part funding a feasibility study for translating the best international cost-benefit 
analysis model from the US to the UK context, in collaboration with the Social Research Unit 
at Dartington and Birmingham and Manchester City Councils. 
 
2012 Youth Legacy Project 
 
My Peer Outreach Workers team are scoping opportunities for greater young people-led 
involvement in the 2012 legacy for the Olympic Park and East London.  The objective of this 
project is to link their youth-led work into the wider 2012 Legacy proposals in and beyond the 
GLA that are being planned or delivered.  
 
On 14 January, the Peer Outreach Workers team welcomed Olympic gold medallist, Christine 
Ohuruogu, to their monthly team. She had met some of them at my hosting of a special Africa 
@ 50 Ambassadors event at City Hall last October. 
 
Christine participated in a discussion about the 2012 games and its legacy, such as the use of 
the Olympic Stadium after 2012, volunteering and what the legacy means to young 
Londoners.  
 
The project includes making links and facilitating joint activity and consultation in relation to 
the ‘somewhereto’ activities in 2011 (part of the London 2012 Cultural Olympiad), which 
involves young people using space in community settings in ways that interest and involve 
them. This work will be conducted jointly with the Olympic Park Legacy Company’s Legacy 
Youth Panel. 
 
Further mapping of GLA and 2012 Games youth legacy initiatives is being undertaken, to 
ensure opportunities for young people to be, for example, involved in test events in the 
Olympic Park and the re-development of East London. 
 
My Peer Outreach Workers are supporting young people in Redbridge College to interview 
athletes, politicians and older people who were young people during the 1948 games. This will 
help increase understanding of this group (who are disengaged from education or face 
challenges through learning or physical difficulties or disabilities), of how they could 
potentially influence the 2012 games legacy for the benefit of young people. 



 

Music education and access for all 
 
On 7 February, I welcomed the Department of Education’s response to Darren Henley’s review 
into music in schools and the Government's pledge to ensure that young people from every 
background have access to quality music education. 
 
It is an issue that I have been campaigning on since being elected – I have already introduced 
a number of initiatives aimed at increasing access and participation to music for young 
Londoners across the capital, as part of my overall strategy 'Making Music Matter'. 
 
Young Carers 
 
On 19 January, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, hosted a roundtable to discuss 
issues facing London’s young carers including the need for more effective and efficient 
information sharing between agencies and gaps in support provision. The Deputy Mayor 
agreed to identify ways in which I can become an advocate for London’s young carers. 
 
Notting Hill and Ealing High School Careers Convention 
 
On 2 February, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended and supported the 
Notting Hill and Ealing High School Careers Convention in Ealing. 
 
Apprenticeships and Respect Event 
 
On 8 February, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended and took part in an 
Apprenticeships and Respect event hosted by the London Apprenticeship Company in 
Victoria. 
 
The Deputy Mayor sat on a panel taking questions from young people about apprenticeships 
in the capital and then had a presentation on the work that the London Apprenticeship 
Company does. Tim Campbell, my Ambassador For Apprenticeships, also spoke at the event.  
 
 

Social Inclusion and Health 
 
Know your rights benefit take-up campaign 
 
On 3 February, I launched my annual awareness campaign aimed at Londoners eligible to claim 
for tax credits and other benefits.  
 
The idea is similar to the Annual Tax Credit Campaign recently launched in New York, which 
also aims to ensure that more New Yorkers are able to claim tax refunds they are eligible for. 
  
As part of the launch, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, visited Age Concern  
Ealing and met with older Londoners who had  benefited from advice on making a claim. 

 
More than 120,000 families in London could be entitled to claim Working Tax Credits but are 
not claiming it. Around half of London children living in poverty have at least one parent in 
work. The GLA estimates that at least £1 billion could be going unclaimed in London each year 
– money which would not only help working families on low incomes, the elderly and other 
vulnerable groups make ends meet, but could also boost London's economy, with people 
having more cash to spend on goods and services. 



 

 
Interfaith Conference 
 
On 8 February, I hosted a conference at King’s College at which faith leaders and 
representatives of religious groups in London came together to look at how they might 
mobilise their communities and unlock civic potential in the capital. 
 
Duty to promote equality 
 
The Government has recently published new duties to promote equality which the GLA, like all 
public sector bodies, must adhere to. I was pleased to note that the Government had taken on 
board many of the suggestions made by the Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, in his 
response to the consultation on the draft duties, which can be found at: 
http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/gla-response-equality-act-consultation  
 
Deaf and disabled people’s stakeholder group 
 
My Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, chaired the Deaf and Disabled People’s 
Stakeholder Group on 27 January. This meeting is part of my regular engagement process with 
key London organisations for disabled and Deaf people whereby I gain feedback about current 
issues concerning these communities.  
  
Topics discussed at the meeting included the current government consultations on the review 
of the Disability Living Allowance, and call for evidence on its Specialist Disability Employment 
Support services. Presentations were also received on the impacts of my Health Inequalities 
Strategy, feedback on my Disability Equality Scheme, and the forthcoming Disability Capital 
2011. 
 
Migrant voice seminar 
 
My Statutory Deputy Mayor Richard Barnes gave the keynote speech at the Migrant Voice 
seminar hosted at City Hall on 19 January. Migrant Voice are a voluntary organisation 
coordinating and building the capacity of migrants to have their say in the public and media 
debate on immigration.   
 
Vice Mayor of Oslo and Delegation 
 
On 13 January, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, hosted Mr Torger Odegaard, the 
Vice Mayor of Oslo, and a delegation of 32 to City Hall. 
 
The Norwegian delegation wished to learn about the governance of London and how the GLA 
works in conjunction with the local boroughs. The delegation was delighted to be spoken to in 
fluent Norwegian by the Deputy Mayor. 
 
Meeting with Turkish Community 
 
On 25 January, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, hosted leading representatives of 
the Federation of Turkish Associations to a meeting at City Hall. 
 
Items discussed at the meeting included what I am doing to help London’s economy, 
community safety and the reporting of hate crimes by the community in the capital. 
Representatives from the MPA and the MPS also attended the meeting. 

http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/gla-response-equality-act-consultation


 

 
Meeting with Polish Community 
 
On 25 January, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, hosted leading representatives of 
the Polish community to a meeting at City Hall. 
 
Items discussed at the meeting included homelessness, support for the Polish community in 
London, the 2011 census, perceptions of the Polish community, my work on equalities and my 
Community Receptions. 
 
West London Mosque Forum’s School Project 
 
On 28 January, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended the West London 
Mosque Forum’s School Project in Southall. 
 
Friends, local businesses and supporters of the Forum attended a special event to showcase 
the work of existing Muslim schools and to update them on the progress made by the Forum 
in their aim to establish an Islamic Faith School in West London. 
 
Northwood and Pinner Liberal Synagogue 
 
On 29 January, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended a service at the 
Northwood and Pinner Liberal Synagogue. The Mayor and Mayoress of Hillingdon were also in 
attendance at the service. 
 
Meeting with Deans of the African and Caribbean Diplomatic Corps 
 
On 31 January, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, met with the Deans of the 
African and Caribbean Diplomatic Corps at City Hall. The Deans wished to discuss the 
possibility of organising an African-Caribbean Day in London. 
 
Meeting with Somali Community 
 
On 3 February, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, hosted leading representatives of 
the Somali community to a meeting at City Hall. 
 
Items discussed at the meeting included youth related matters, the 2011 census, my 
Community Conversations Programme, Khat and my Community Receptions. 
 
100th Anniversary of the Foundation of the Liberal Jewish Synagogue 
 
On 5 February, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended the 100th Anniversary 
celebrations of the foundation of the Liberal Jewish Synagogue in St John’s Wood. A special 
Shabbat morning service took place followed by a Kiddush. 
 
 



 

London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, Legacy and Sport 
 
Nearly 34,000 hopefuls sign up to be London Ambassadors 
 
A target busting 33,722 people from across the capital and beyond have responded to our call 
to register to become a London Ambassador during the London Games in 2012. 
 
The original target was to secure 25,000 registrations but the programme has attracted 
unprecedented demand to become one of the 8,000-strong army of welcoming guides needed 
to help visitors. All those who registered now have until 28 February 2011 to complete the 
online application form at the London Ambassadors website and shortlisted applicants will be 
interviewed between April and July 2011. 
 
Successful recruits will then be trained and equipped with the skills needed to assist and 
inform visitors to London, answering questions about the capital and helping guide them to 
the outdoor screens broadcasting the Games across central London, and its key attractions, 
from museums and theatres to restaurants and shopping districts. 
 
Development Corporation to drive Olympic Park legacy  
 
On 7 February, I published for consultation plans to create a Mayoral Development 
Corporation to maximise the regeneration legacy from the 2012 Games in east London. 
 
I have proposed that the Olympic Park Legacy Company (OPLC) should be reformed as a 
Mayoral Development Corporation (MDC), which would incorporate the assets and 
responsibilities of the existing OPLC, as well as some of the work of other existing 
regeneration agencies in the area.  With greater powers, including planning powers, and 
working over a wider area than that covered by the existing OPLC, I believe that the new 
Corporation would boost the effectiveness of the Legacy Company, help make the very most 
of Games-related investment and, most importantly, ensure that the success of the Olympic 
Park will permeate into all the surrounding communities and beyond. 
 
The MDC would commence the majority of its functions on 1 April 2012, and take over as 
local planning authority in October 2012.  My proposals include a commitment that the MDC 
would work very closely with the four London boroughs covered by its proposed boundary.  
 
Sports Legacy funding for the Westway Climbing Centre 
 
We are helping to boost the chances of some of Britain’s brightest sporting hopes for the 
future, by funding a unique charity-run climbing centre in west London. 
 
Westway Climbing Centre, in White City, is the only combined climbing and bouldering centre 
in the country. It currently trains half the national junior British climbing team and has 
produced Britain’s most successful ever climber at European level, Kitty Wallace. 
 
The centre is one of the first sports projects in the capital to benefit from my fund to 
transform community sports facilities and to encourage more Londoners to get active. 
Westway was awarded £42,000 to replace and make fully accessible one of the bouldering 
walls. 
 
Kate Hoey, my Commissioner for Sport, opened the expanded climbing centre on 1 February. 
The Westway Sports Centre - an eight acre site beneath the Westway flyover - is run by local 



 

charity and social enterprise Westway Development Trust. It is exemplary of the new and 
improved sports facilities, which are a result of my Playsport London Facilities Fund. The 
expansion of the centre will provide high-class facilities for competition climbers as well as 
helping to deliver a genuine grass roots sporting legacy from the 2012 Games, encourage 
more Londoners to get active and engage in local sports projects. 
 
Balfour Beatty London Youth Games grant awards reception 
 
On 24 January, I announced nearly £50,000 of funding for grass-roots youth sport at an event 
at City Hall attended by sports stars, including Commonwealth weightlifting medallist Zoe 
Smith and 100 time capped England ladies footballer Rachel Yankey. 
 
Now in their fifth year, the Balfour Beatty Sports Development Grants with 95.8 Capital FM 
Help a Capital Child deliver funding to London boroughs for disadvantaged youngsters who 
may not otherwise take part in sport or physical activity. 
 
Since being established £250,000 has been given to 135 projects, benefiting almost 10,000 
young people.  Among those set to receive funding this year are a brand new disability 
athletics league and a new rowing programme aimed at increasing participation by minority 
ethnic youngsters. 
 
I officially launched last year's Balfour Beatty London Youth Games at the National Sports 
Centre, Crystal Palace. 
 
London 2012 Equality and Diversity Forum 
 
On 20 January, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, chaired the London 2012 
Equality and Diversity Forum, which brings together all the main 2012 partners.  The Forum 
discussed a range of issues, including reviewing the LOCOG ticketing strategy. The Forum 
noted the steps that had been taken by LOCOG to ensure tickets were affordable 
and accessible to people and families on low incomes and the arrangements which have been 
made to ensure disabled people with a range of impairments and access requirements can 
easily obtain tickets and fully enjoy the games. 
 
UEFA European Under 21 Championship™ 2013 
 
I have given approval for the GLA to support the bid for England to host the 2013 UEFA 
European Under 21 Championship and approved the GLA’s entry into the host city agreement. 
 
Commission for a Sustainable London 2012   
 
I have agreed the Commission for a Sustainable London 2012’s (CSL’s) budget and the 
continuation of the GLA’s hosting of CSL staff and the administration of its funds for the next 
two financial years as set out in MD752.  
 
Variation to Direction MD673 Sporting Future for London 
 
I have varied the terms of the direction issued under MD385 and subsequently varied as 
recorded in MD673 (Sporting Future for London) to reflect an agreed change to paragraph 
1.1(b) of the Direction from “£3,320,000 on or before 15 September 2010 (£2,000,000 – 
capital & £1,320,000 revenue)” to £3,320,000 on or before 15 September 2010 (£3,320,000 
revenue only)”. 



 

Government Relations 
 
Meeting with Cllr Edward Lister, Leader of LB Wandsworth 
 
On 24 January, I met with Cllr Edward Lister, Leader of LB Wandsworth. We discussed 
affordable housing, the Vauxhall-Nine Elms-Battersea Opportunity Area, my Cycle Hire 
Scheme, the Thames Tideway Tunnel, my draft Municipal Waste Management Strategy and 
rape crisis provision. 
 
Meeting with Cllr Bill Stephenson, Leader of LB Harrow 
 
On 4 February, I met with Cllr Bill Stephenson, Leader of Harrow. We discussed policing, 
planning and development, transport and LDA programmes in the borough. 
 
 

Housing 
 
Decent Homes standard 
 
In May 2010, I commissioned research to estimate the total cost of delivering an enhanced 
environmental standard for social rented homes in London.  This study estimates the cost of 
delivering an enhanced Decent Homes standard by identifying the best technical options for 
delivering improvements relating to sustainable energy (energy efficiency and low/zero carbon 
generation), water efficiency and summer overheating within London’s social housing stock.  
The work was undertaken by the Centre for Sustainable Energy, in conjunction with the 
Metropolitan Housing Partnership.  The final report was published on the GLA's website in 
early February 2011. 
 
 

Culture and Events 
 
Chinese New Year Celebrations 2011 
  
On 6 February, the Chinese New Year Celebrations took place in Trafalgar Square, Shaftesbury 
Avenue and Chinatown.  This event celebrated the Year of the Rabbit and included a lively 
programme of Chinese traditional and contemporary music and dance on several stages as well 
as lion dance teams on the streets of Chinatown. The event this year was attended by my 
Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, who took part in the opening ceremony 
alongside special guests such as Liu Xiaoming, Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China 
and Cllr Judith Warner, Mayor of Westminster.  
  
I am pleased to support this popular annual event and visitor attraction which was attended by 
thousands of people of all ages. The event was organised by the London Chinatown Chinese 
Association and also supported by the Chinese Embassy, Cathay Pacific, Bank of China, Hong 
Kong Tourism, Shaftesbury plc, Metropolitan Police and Westminster City Council. 
 
Fourth Plinth Winning Commissions Announced   
  
On 14 January, I announced the two winning artworks to be produced for the Fourth Plinth in 
2012 and 2013. The winners were Elmgreen and Dragset's Powerless Structures, Fig. 101 to be 
unveiled in 2012 and Katharina Fritsch's Hahn / Cock to be unveiled, to the delight of Spurs 



 

fans, in 2013. The Shortlist phase has received an unprecedented level of attention with over 
17,000 written comments and online votes from members of the public.  
 
Music Education Audit  
 
On 14 January, my survey of music education provision across the capital was launched. I am 
asking all providers of music education to take part via the website 
www.musiceducationaudit.com. This audit is a key aspect of my Music Education Strategy 
and will provide a long overdue map of the in-school and out-of-school provision available to 
young Londoners. The audit will enable us to address gaps in provision, share good practice, 
identify areas of duplication, and increase the number of providers working in partnership. The 
survey is being carried out by the Institute of Education. The Phase 1 report will be available in 
April. 
 
Art Against Knives 
 
My Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended and spoke at the Art Against Knives 
Introduction at the White Cube Gallery in St James’ on 25 January. 
 
Art Against Knives (AAK) was formed by Oliver Hemsley and Katy Dawe after Oliver as 
stabbed in an unprovoked attack in Shoreditch. AKK is supported by senior artists based in 
London including Anthony Gormley, Banksy, Tracy Emin and Rankin. 
 
Painted Children’s Mother and Child Photographic Exhibition 
 
On 29 January, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended and spoke at the 
Painted Children’s Mother and Child Photographic Exhibition at the Mall Galleries on The Mall. 
Richard spoke briefly to congratulate the charity on hosting the exhibition and to welcome 
those in attendance. 
 
Ismaili Community Ensemble 
 
My Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended a concert by the Ismaili Community 
Ensemble at Cadagon Hall on 29 January. The Ensemble is a project that works in 
collaboration with the Jewish Music Institute and members of the Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra. 
 

 
GLA Organisation  
 
CHIN and CareBase databases 
 
I have approved a settlement with London Councils relating to the CHIN and CareBase 
databases. 
 
London European Programmes 2011-2013 
 
I have delegated decisions to Anthony Browne, my Policy Director for Economic Development 
or Mark Kleinman, Assistant Director of Economic & Business Policy, in the role of Chair of the 
London ERDF Programme Committee and the London Regional ESF Committee for the 2010-
13 programme period on my behalf. 

http://www.musiceducationaudit.com/


 

 
I have noted the LDA is to provide resources of approximately £105k for the financial year 
2010/11 to resource GLA support to me regarding my responsibilities in respect of the 
strategic oversight of London’s European funds. 
 
Recent audit reports 
 
I have noted the contents of the recent internal audit reports: 
 

 Expenses 2009-10 

 Expenses Spot-Checks  

 Payroll Spot-Checks 

 WiFi Access Project 

 Use of Consultants – Follow-up 

 Heath & Safety – Follow up 

 Progress Report on 2010/11 Audit 
 
Minor revisions to Statutory Officers Protocol 
 
I have agreed to adopt the revisions to the Statutory Officers Staffing Protocol (noting that it 
is a joint decision with the Assembly). 
 
Code of Ethics 
 
Upon the Head of Paid service agreeing to the proposed revisions to the Code of Ethics, I have 
agreed that the proposed changes should apply to the officers appointed by the Mayor under 
s67(1) of the GLA Act 1999 (as amended). 
 
Upon the Head of Paid service agreeing to the proposed revisions to the Code of Ethics, I have 
agreed (noting it is a joint decision with the Assembly) that the proposed changes should 
apply to the statutory officers. 
 
 

Planning and Development Control 
 
Flat Iron Square 
 
On 17 January, works began to transform Southwark's Flat Iron Square into a better, brighter 
and cleaner public space. This is another step in the London Development Agency backed 
'Bankside Urban Forest' initiative. It is one of dozens of public spaces across the capital to be 
transformed through my Great Outdoors programme, creating an exciting network of 
attractive public spaces across the capital. 
 
London Planning Awards 
 
Plans to create a new mile long floating river walk along the north bank of the River Thames, 
connecting Blackfriars Bridge with the Tower of London won my Award for ‘Planning 
Excellence’ at the 2010 London Planning Awards. 
 
Designed by global architects and planners Gensler as part of the London 2012 celebrations, 
the ‘London River Park’ is a conceptual idea to provide a continuous floating pontoon to run 



 

parallel to the existing disjointed pathways and streets that currently connect this important 
stretch of river frontage bordering the City of London. 
 
The design also includes five large themed pavilions which, following the 2012 Games, can be 
used to stage large events and will also deliver a lasting legacy for London by incorporating 
new ferry terminals and mooring facilities. The entire structure could be moved elsewhere 
along the river if desired. 
 
The annual London Planning Awards, jointly run by London First, the Royal Town Planning 
Institute (RTPI), London Councils and myself, were created to recognise planning 
professionals and organisations that have made a vital contribution to the capital in making it 
a better place to live, work, do business and visit. 
 
Community Infrastructure Levy 
 
On 17 January, I published proposals for consultation that would, through the planning 
system, seek contributions from most new developments in the capital towards the costs of 
delivering Crossrail. These will form part of London’s share of the funding package for the 
project agreed between ministers and myself. 
 
Crossrail, long supported by London’s businesses, will bring significant benefits across the 
capital, improving the transport system and creating thousands of new jobs. It is estimated 
that every London borough, not just those on the Crossrail route, will see an annual boost to 
its economy ranging from £15 million to £115 million. It will support development in key parts 
of London, including the West End, the Isle of Dogs and the Thames Gateway. 
 
New powers given to the Mayor under the 2008 Planning Act allow me to use the planning 
system to raise money for infrastructure improvements needed to develop an area through the 
setting of a ‘Community Infrastructure Levy’. It will be collected on new developments which 
are approved from the Spring of 2012 aiming to raise £300 million. 

 
This is the first of two stages of consultation on these proposals. The deadline for comments is 
1 March 2011. 
 
 
Planning Decisions (Stage II referrals) 
 
Sugar Quay, Lower Thames Street, City of London 
I have written to the Corporation of London stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
Stone House & Staple Hall, City of London 
I have written to the Corporation of London stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
Site R/O British Library, Brill Place (UKCMRI), LB Camden 
I have written to the London Borough of Camden stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Bermondsey Spa Site C5, Grange Walk, LB Southwark 
I have written to the London Borough of Southwark stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 



 

 
Springfield University Hospital, LB Wandsworth 
I have written to the London Borough of Wandsworth stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Former Nufarm UK Ltd Site, LB Bexley 
I have written to the London Borough of Bexley stating that I am content to allow the Council 
to determine the application itself. 
 
Land adjacent to Bollo Bridge Road, All Saints & Palmerston Road LB Ealing 
I have written to the London Borough of Ealing stating that I am content to allow the Council 
to determine the application itself. 
 
Plots 1-6 & 8-12 Beam Reach 5, Rainham, London Thames Gateway Development 
Corporation 
I have written to the London Thames Gateway Development Corporation stating that I am 
content to allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
The Temple, Kingsbury, LB Brent 
I have written to the London Borough of Brent stating that I am content to allow the Council 
to determine the application itself. 
 
132-142 Hampstead Road, LB Camden 
I have written to the London Borough of Camden stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Former Oldchurch Hospital Site, LB Havering 
I have written to the London Borough of Havering stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Beckton Sewage Treatment Works, London Thames Gateway Development Corporation 
I have written to the London Thames Gateway Development Corporation stating that I am 
content to allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Silvertown Quays, LB Newham 
I have written to the London Borough of Newham stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
 
Planning Decisions (Stage I referrals) 
 
I have asked officers to send letters giving comments about the following stage one referrals: 
 

 Surbiton Hospital Site, RB Kingston 

 231-241 Blackfriars Road, LB Southwark 

 5 Broadgate, City of London 

 City University, 122-130 Goswell Road, LB Islington 

 Plot N06, Zone 5, Stratford City, Olympic Delivery Authority 

 North West District, Wembley, LB Brent 

 Creative Industries Quarter, LB Barking & Dagenham 

 Chelsea Barracks, City of Westminster 



 

 North Westminster Community School Site, City of Westminster  
 
 
Delegated Decisions (Stage I referrals) 
 
The Deputy Mayor for Policy and Planning, under powers I delegated to him, has sent letters 
in response to the following statutory stage I referrals: 
 

 Convoys Wharf, LB Lewisham (2000 Order) 
 
 
Development Plans 
 
I have written to the following Councils giving a response to their development plan 
consultations:  
 

 Redbridge Crossrail Corridor AAP, Submission, LB Richmond 

 Greenwich Core Strategy and Development Management Policies, Pre-submission, LB 
Greenwich 

 Camden Site Allocations DPD (Additional sites), LB Camden 
 
 
Infrastructure Planning Commission Consultation 
 
I have written to the Infrastructure Planning Commission giving a response to the following 
development proposals: 
 

 Thames Tunnel 
 
 
Informal Consultation 
 
I have written to the following Councils giving a response to the following informal application 
consultation: 
 

 Variation to s106 agreement for the Streatham Hub development, LB Lambeth 
 
 
Decisions made under delegation to Assistant Director - Planning  
 

 Chesnut Plaza, Zone 1 Stratford City, Olympic Delivery Authority 

 Loampit Vale, LB Newham 

 Riverbank House, LB Hammersmith & Fulham 

 Grahame Park Estate, LB Barnet 

 Waltham Forest Inclusive Design & Accessible Housing SPD, LB Waltham Forest 

 Buildings 1,2,3 & 6, Merchant Square, City of Westminster 

 Camden Design, Housing and Sustainability, LB Camden 

 Draft Public Realm Credits – Operation a System in Westminster SPG, City of 
Westminster 

 199 Bishopsgate, City of London 



 

 Langley Park School for Boys, LB Bromley 

 Peregrine Falcon Nesting Tower, Battersea Power Station, LB Wandsworth 

 Packington Estate, LB Islington 

 Former RAF West Draytron, LB Hillingdon 

 Haringey Sustainable Design and Construction SPD, LB Haringey 
 
 

Key Engagements 

 
Among my additional engagements since my last report were the following:  

 

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 13 January 

 I met with the Rt Hon Phillip Hammond MP, Secretary of State for Transport, on 13 
January to discuss transport matters 

 I addressed the London Government Dinner at the Mansion House on 13 January 

 I announced the winners of the next 4th Plinth installations on 14 January 

 I met with Simon Tanner, Director of Public Health, NHS London on 14 January to 
discuss flu 

 I met with Andrew Boff AM on 17 January to discuss Dalston Interchange 

 I met with Daniel Moylan, Deputy Chair of Transport for London, to discuss transport 
matters on 17 January 

 I attended the Friends of the Olympic Park Launch event on 17 January 

 I launched a report in to the future of aviation on 18 January 

 I attended the Olympic Cabinet Committee on 18 January at the Cabinet Office 

 I chaired the London Skills and Employment Board on 18 January 

 I attended the Assembly Transport Plenary to answer questions as the Chair of 
Transport for London on 19 January   

 I met with Peter Rogers, Chief Executive of the London Development Agency, on 19 
January to discuss regeneration and development in London 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 19 January 

 I met with Dan Doctoroff, Bloomberg, on 19 January to listen to plans for their New 
European Headquarters site 

 I attended the Public Consultation meeting in Ealing, on 19 January to discuss 
transport 

 I met with Frank Lowy, Westfield, on 20 January to discuss Westfield in London 

 I met with Daniel Moylan, Deputy Chair of Transport for London, to discuss transport 
issues on 20 January 

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 20 January 

 I attended the London Planning Awards ceremony on 20 January 

 I visited Primrose Primary School on 21 January 

 I met with my Serious Youth Violence Group on 21 January to discuss ways in which to 
tackle knife crime  

 I met with David Rockwell on 21 January to discuss the Olympic Park 

 I met with Michael Davis, London Promenade, on 21 January  

 I hosted a meeting of Mobile Phone Operators on 24 January to discuss mobile 
coverage on the tube 

 I met with Cllr Edward Lister, the Leader of Wandsworth to discuss borough issues on 
24 January 



 

 I attended the Community Conversation Programme event in Waltham Forest on 24 
January 

 I attended the annual City Hall Holocaust Memorial Day Ceremony on 25 January 

 I met with Bob Neill MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Department for 
Communities and Local Government, Hugh Robertson MP, Minister of Sport at the 
Department of Culture Media & Sport, Margaret Ford, Chair of the Olympic Park 
Legacy Company  & Andrew Altman, Chief Executive of the Olympic Park Legacy 
Company on 25 January to discuss Olympic Legacy 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 25 January 

 I had my regular discussion on policing in London with AC Tim Godwin, Acting Police 
Commissioner, on 25 January 

 I attended the London Youth Games Reception at City Hall on 25 January 

 I attended Mayor’s Question Time on 26 January 

 I attended the World Economic Forum in Davos on 26, 27 and 28 January. The main 
aspects of the visit are as follows: 

o I addressed guests at a dinner arranged by Nomura  
o I attended the British Business Leaders Lunch  
o I had Bilateral meetings with senior representatives of sovereign wealth funds 

and other global corporations, including General Electric and Siemens 
o I co-hosted (together with the Chancellor of the Exchequer) a breakfast 

meeting for leaders of major global digital companies 

 I attended the Olympic Board Meeting on 31 January 

 I met with Mitsubishi on 1 February to discuss EVs 

 I met with Nicholas Soames MP and Frank Field MP on 1 February to discuss 
immigration 

 I met with Live Nation on 1 February 

 I addressed a London First dinner on 1 February 

 I chaired the Transport for London Board Meeting on 2 February 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 2 February 

 I had my regular meeting with Harvey McGrath and Peter Rogers, London 
Development Agency, on 2 February 

 I visited the Metro offices on 3 February 

 I visited a weapons disposal bin in Victoria on 3 February 

 I met with Daniel Moylan, Deputy Chair of Transport for London, to discuss transport 
issues on 3 February 

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 3 February 

 I met with Dr Khalid Bin Mohammed Al Attiya, The Qatari Minister of State for 
International Cooperation, on 3 February to discuss investment opportunities 

 I met with Renault on 3 February to discuss EVs 

 I met with Councillor Bill Stephenson, Leader of Harrow Borough Council on 4 
February to discuss borough issues  

 I attended an event sponsored by BT to promote apprenticeships on 7 February 

 I chaired the Olympic Park Regeneration Steering Group on 7 February 

 I met with Tony Pidgley, Berkeley Group, on 7 February to discuss the Berkeley Group 
Charity Event    

 I addressed the Interfaith Conference on 8 February 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 8 February 

 I had my regular discussion on policing in London with AC Tim Godwin, Acting Police 
Commissioner, on 8 February 



 

 I attended the ground breaking ceremony at the Bioessence Waste Gasification Facility 
in Rainham on 9 February 

 I visited Ford’s Centre for Engineering & Mechanical Excellence in Rainham on 9 
February 

 I met with Sir Trevor Chinn and Chris Robinson on 9 February to discuss the Mayor’s 
Fund 

 
 

Ends 
 
 


